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Question 2

All our efforts would probably be for
nothing, yet at the same time we were live
on television, our sponsors and the world
were watching, and we were now under
obligation to race. So we had to plough on.
But we were in an attack with close to zero
chances of success. | was furious with my
impetuosity, angry for allowing my emotions
to lead me into such a hopeless situation.

The gap came down to two minutes and it
began to rain. Now my confidence ebbed
away. | started to drop behind on the
descents and in the corners. For some
reason my ability to handle my bike on the
slippery Catalan coastal roads had deserted
me. | prayed the peloton would reel us in
and put us out of our misery rather than
prolonging the agony.



Question 3

Clerfayt caught it, but the rear wheels
skidded on him again; he fought it with

the steering wheel, then a curve appeared
ahead of him, dotted with people like a
country baker’s cake with flies. The car was
still out of control, skidding and thumping.
Clerfayt shifted on the short stretch that still
remained before the curve. He stepped on
the gas, but the car jerked his arms around.
He felt a tearing at his shoulder; the curve
swelled gigantically into the glistening sky;
the number of people tripled, and they, too,
swelled, they, too, became giants, till it
seemed impossible to avoid them.



